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About the project
In national and transnational groups, this project aims, on the one hand, to examine the reasons and the effects of social exclusion and poverty in both the partner regions and the EU, taking into account the multiple aspects of social vulnerability (age, sex, educational and social background, migration, etc), and the role of policy-makers and social agents. On the other hand, we intend to analyse and propose measures to reach the European Union 2020 goal both on regional and European levels ( The European Commission aims to reduce the number of people at risk of poverty or social exclusion by 20 million by 2020). Therefore, students will be asked to find out how the measures proposed by the EU and the national government bodies are being and can be implemented in the specific regions involved in the project and which new measures could be undertaken.

AIMS
This project aims to further the development of key competences considered basic and transversal skills by the European Commission (Eurydice) such as IT skills, social and civic competences, sense of initiative, the ability to speak foreign languages, and cultural awareness. The development of these competences will be achieved through online collaborative learning and by processing information, i.e. by searching for, obtaining, communicating information, and transforming it into knowledge and decisions within the framework of a project in which students will be asked to understand the social situation of their countries concerning social exclusion and poverty. Furthermore, students are expected to develop the ability to respond to social problems with ethical values, committing themselves to the values inspired by the European Union and the targets set by the European Commission for the next three years regarding social equality.

WORK PROCESS
Students between 16 and 19 years of age are the first target group of participants. Each partner will be responsible for setting up groups of students to work in the different areas and activities of the project. Students will work under the guidance of their teachers and will be responsible for gathering information and producing the results of the project. Students directly involved in the project will be primarily those whose curricula include subjects related to economic and social studies (Economics, Human Geography, etc.). Each school will be responsible for selecting the participants.

EXPECTED RESULTS
The results we expect to reach can be listed as follows:
- A research mapping out social exclusion and poverty in the EU from the period before the economic crisis (2008) up to now including the evolution of social exclusion and poverty in the countries of the project taking into account methods of diagnosis and statistical data.
- Comparative charts and statistics about the current situation of social exclusion in the countries of the project and the EU, analysing the evolution of each country and the causes of their current situation.
- A comparative research on how the participating countries and the European Union legislate the fight against social exclusion and poverty. For this reason, each school will be responsible for producing a report on how national legislation deals with these issues, giving special attention to the translation of European recommendations and directives into national law and practices.
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